GARFIELD COUNTY HEALTH DISTRICT
Special Meeting Minutes
June 1, 2020 

The meeting was called to order at 10:01 a.m. via call in go to meeting. Present via call in go to meeting were Chairman Justin Dixon, Wynne McCabe, Bob Johnson, Martha Lanman, Patty Blachly, Donna Deal, and Laura Dixon.   
Martha Lanman gave an update from the state on COVID-19 response across the state. The reason for the meeting is to discuss the application for a variance to go to Phase III of the Governor’s Phase plan. We received the draft application to go to phase III this morning and should have the final draft tomorrow, once it is filled out we can submit it no earlier than June 3, 2020.  There are many things that have been requested by the Governor’s office in order to ask for this variance, Martha gave us a quick review of these steps:
1. Need for making sure we have met all the new Phase II requirements with the application that came out after we had been approved for Phase II. 
2. Proof of the number of tests taken in the last 2 weeks
3. Number of people trained for case investigations and contact tracing, currently 3FTE and by end of week should have 2 more trained.
4. Proof of Isolation and Quarantine housing availability, currently we have 17 beds available.
5. Plans to provide case management service to the isolation and quarantine cases. Services are all ready to service our isolation and quarantine housing.
6. Plans to rapidly respond to outbreaks in congregate settings.

Martha discussed the hiring of a Registered Nurse for both Garfield and Columbia County. The nurse would work 2 days in Garfield and 3 days in Columbia. The cost to Garfield for 2020 would be 16399.20 and the approximate cost for 2021 would be 35604.51. It was discussed that we currently have 19000 budgeted for an additional nurse. It was discussed that the prosecutor still needs to review the agreement, chairman Dixon suggested approving the resolution based on the prosecutor’s approval. Resolution 2020-17 to review and approve the interlocal agreement between Columbia and Garfield County for Registered Nursing services was read. It was moved by Bob Johnson and seconded by Patty Blachly and passed to approve with the Prosecuting attorney’s approval the resolution.  

Martha then discussed some of the changes that come with going into Phase 3: Gatherings of up to 50 people, Recreation facilities ie the gym and the pool open at 50% capacity, dine in up to 75% capacity, bars open at 25%, and government offices open. The churches were already allowed to resume at 100 people per gathering. She then discussed the additional requirement made by the Governor on Friday requiring all workers to wear masks provided by their employers starting on June 8, 2020. There are some exceptions to the new ruling and we are waiting for more guidance. 

Martha read the letter from Dr. Houser approving the county to apply for the variance to ask the Governor to move to Phase III with no modifications. 

Resolution 2020-16 to review and approve the request for a variance to the Governor’s phase approach to reopening Washington State, Garfield County is requesting to move to Phase III with no modifications. It was moved by Bob Johnson, seconded by Wynne McCabe and passed to approve the resolution with 3 to 0 vote by the board of health.

There was further discussion of the phase 3 guidelines, it was asked if recreation facility’s can be open at 50% are we still restricted by the gathering of 50 people, Martha responded that yes we are restricted by the gathering of 50 people. It was asked if we will have to wait for guidelines for certain things to be open, and Martha responded that there shouldn’t be as many because not many new businesses are opening, but yes for those businesses that don’t already have guidance out. The dunes were discussed it was suggested by Martha to suggest to the parks and rec they keep them closed because it would be hard to regulate to the 50 people, however Commissioner Dixon suggested that since it isn’t our enforcement issue that the parks should make this decision. Sherriff Hyer with follow up with Parks and Rec. John Hirsch brought up the 4th of July celebration held by the Landkammer family, it was decided to address this at a commissioner meeting at a later date. Martha expressed a continued concern that going into Phase III could bring an influx of outsiders looking to hold events here that they can’t hold in their own counties and for us to stay vigilant on the rental of our facilities. 

There being no further health district business the meeting was adjourned at 10:35 am.

The county commissioners then approved the Board of Health recommendation to request a variance in their regular business meeting. It was moved by Wynne McCabe, seconded by Bob Johnson, and passed to approve requesting to move to Phase III with no modifications with a 3 to 0 vote by the county commissioners.

Respectfully submitted,


Laura Dixon
Clerk of the Board

						
Garfield County Health District Administrator
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